Omaha Imports Hockey Meet
Of lowa High School League
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There will be a first this weekend at
the Towa High School Hockey League
Tournament,

This will mark the first time in the 21-
year history of the league that the tour-
nament will be played somewhere other
than lowa. The tournament, which con-
sists of 10 teams from three states, will
be held Frida throth Sunday at Oma-
ha's Hitcheock Park Ice Arena.

“This is something for us to get ex-
cited about,” said tournament official
Lee Johnson. “We've earned the right to
be the host city for it.”

The THSHL. formed 21 years with
only lowa teams, now also includes
squads from Nebraska and Missouri.
The Omaha Gladiators joined the
league 10 years ago, and the Omaha
Junior Lancers joined a few years after
that.

The two Omaha teams consist of
players from area high schools. Four-
teen schools are represented, including
nine from the Metro Conference.

The Junior Lancers, coached by
Omaha Lancers Assistant Mike Aikens,
will be seeking their third straight tour-
nament title. The team will enter the
tourney as the top seed after winnin,
the regular-season crown with a 24-]-
record.

The leading scorer for the Junior
Lancers is Jed Ortmeyer, a senior from
Omaha Central. The right wing led the
Iea%ge with 34 goals and 30 assists.

“Hopefully, playing here in Omaha
will be an advantage for us,” Ortmeyer
said. “If we play well, we should have a
chance to win it all.”

His two linemates — center Tom
Ogee and left wing Jeremiah Johnson —
also finished among the league leaders
in scoring. Ogee. from Millard West,
was second with 52 points and Omaha
Northwest’s Johnson was tied for sixth
with 40 points.

The Junior Lancers also have the to
two goalies in the league. Brett Rotﬁ
from Omaha Creighton Prep is 13-1,
and Omaha Bryan's Mike Newell is 10-
0-1.

The Gladiators' top scorer is Brett
Duncan, who has 23 goals and 18 as-
sists. Their No. 1 goalie is Joel Ruegg,
who has a 17-8 record.

The tournament begins Friday at 7
am. with seventh-seeded Waterloo
glaying 10th-seeded St. Joseph. The

ladiators play at 12:30 sp.m. and the

p-m.

Junior Lancers play at 8:4
The championship game is scheduled
for Sunday at 3:30 p.m.
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